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SUB J : CIV AIR - CRASH OF A- 109 HELICOPTER 

1. AGUSTA A- 109 HELICOPTER REGISTRATION NUMBER I-AGUX CRASHED 
ON MT. CANNE (789 METERS) AT 1305 NOVEMBER 7, 1975. THE 
AIRCRAFT, ONE OF THE TWO A-109S DISPLAYED TO THE PUBLIC AT 
ROME/CIAMPINO AIRPORT ON NOVEMBER 6. WAS RETURNING TO THE 
AGUSTA FACTORY AT CASCINA COSTA. ACCOMPANIED BY THE OTHER 
A- 109. ALL THREE PERSONS ON BOARD WERE KILLED. 

PIECES OF THE MAIN ROTOR HIT THE ACCOMPANYING A-109'S MAIN 
ROTOR AND WINDSCREEN BREAKING THE WINDSCREEN AND CAUSING 
SHOULDER INJURIES TO THE PILOT. THE ACCOMPANYING 

A- 109 CONTINUED IN FLIGHT FOR ABOUT 15 MINUTES AFTER THE 
ACCIDENT. SEARCH PARTIES RECOVERED THE BODIES AND LOCATED 
THE WRECKAGE. 

2. THE A-109S REFUELED AT GENOA AND WERE ON THE LAST LEG OF 
THEIR TRIP WHEN THE ACCIDENT OCCURED. THE WEATHER AT THE TIME 
OF THE ACCIDENT WAS CLOUDY AND FOGGY, WITH POOR VISIBILITY. 

THE HELICOPTERS WERE FLYING VFR (THE A- 109 HAS NOT YET BEEN 
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30 METERS AHEAD AND 3 METERS BELOW THE OTHER A-109. DEPARTING 
GENOA, THE TWO HELICOPTERS CLIMBED TO 1000 METERS TO CLEAR THE 
MOUNTAINS. THEY WERE DESCENDING WHEN THE ACCIDENT 
OCCURRED; APPARENTLY THE PILOT OF I-AGUX BELIEVED THE LAST 
MONTAINS HAD ALREADY BEEN PASSED. I-AGUX HIT MT. CANNE ONLY 
TWOAND ONE-HALF METERS BELOW THE SUMMIT. THE PILOT OF THE 
SECOND A-109, CDR. LUCIANO FORZANI, WITNESSED THE IMPACT. 

3. THOSE KILLED WERE THE PILOT, RENATO ROSETTO AJELLO. 

MECHANIC MARCO GENONI AND ELECTRONIC TECHNICIAN ROBERT 
LAFOUASSE. ROSETTO AND GENONI (BOTH ITALIAN) WERE AGUSTA 
EMPLOYEES, THE FORMER ONE OF THE A-109 TEST PILOTS AND THE 
LATTER A FLIGHT MECHANIC WHO WAS WORKING ON THE A-109 
PROGRAM. LAFOUASSE (FRENCH) WAS AN EMPLOYEE OF THE FRENCH 
COMPANY S.F.E.N.A. AND HAD BEEN WORKING ON THE A-109 
AUTOPILOT SYSTEM. 

4. A-109 I-AGUX, A PROTOTYPE RATHER THAN APRODUCTION MODEL, 

WAS THE FLYING TESTBED FOR THE IFR CERTIFICATION TESTS CURRENTLY 
UNDERWAY. THE ACCIDENT WILL DELAY THE IFR CERTIFICATION PROGRAM. 

5. SINCE THE A-109 USES US ENGINES (ALLISON) AND INSTRUMENTATION, 
THE EMBASSY WILL FOLLOW DEVELOPMENT CLOSELY AND REPORT WHEN 
FURTHER INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE. AUGUSTA'S ROME REPRESEN- 
TATIVE HAS ALREADY CALLED AT THE EMBASSY AND OFFERED TO PROVIDE 
WHATEVER INFORMATION THE US AUTHORITIES MAY DESIRE 

ABOUT THE ACCIDENT.BEAUDRY 
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